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JP, 7-175925, A (Mitsubishi Electric Corporation), 
14 July, 1995 (14.07.95), 
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document defining the general state of the art which is not 
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earlier document but published en or after the intemationaJ filinc 
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cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
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"O w document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

"F* document published prior to the international filing date but later 
than the priority date claimed 



"T* later document publ ished after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken atone 

**Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with ana or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
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This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
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Certain documents cited 
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International application No. 
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I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
P><] the international application as originally filed 

| | the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 
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the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 
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the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 
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the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

I 1 the draw ings, sheets/fig 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
I — 1 beyond tne disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). x 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1 to 5 

Document 1: JP, 7-175925, A (Mitsubishi Electric Corporation), 14 July 1995 (14.07.95), full 
text, Figs. 1 to 32 (Family: none) 

Document 2: JP, 7-175932, A (Kawasaki Steel Corporation), 14 July 1995 (14.07.95), full text, 
Figs. 1 to 8 (Family: none) 

Document 3: JP, 5-120425, A (Kawasaki Steel Corporation), 18 May 1993 (18.05.93), full text, 
Figs. 1 to 21 (Family: none) 

Document 4: JP, 5-258056, A (Isao Horiba) 08 October 1993 (08.10.93), full text, Figs. 1 to 5 
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The invention described in document 1 appears to involve an inventive step over the documents 
cited in the ISR. 

Documents 1 to 4 do not describe "reverse scanning when matching," nor would such point be 
easily conceived of by a party skilled in the art on the basis of a "raster scan." 
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(57) Abstract 

Features such as the area, perimeter, end points, center of gravity, and moment of each image area are extracted. When a pixel of 
predetermined density is detected by one-line scanning, and when either the pixel that is immediately before the detected pixel and on the 
same line or the pixel which is on the line immediately before and immediately above the detected pixel is present in a predetermined image 
area, the area number of the image area is succeeded, and the successive pixels are processed, thereby storing the image data in a line buffer. 
At the end of one-line scanning, if the area numbers are different even though the image areas are continuous for each pixel, the line buffer 
is reversely scanned to change the different area numbers to the same number. Thus the features are stored for each image area. 
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